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S.D. Coun
‘objects to

helping pay
federal fine

vState penalized for not updating
child support collection system

By Helen Gao, sTArF wrRITER

-, San Diego County is joining with other coun-
ties to try to overturn a state bydget provision
requiring them to pay $52 million|iri federal fines
for. California’s failure to" have a computerized -

child support collection system. . . ‘

" The fiseal 2004 budget adopted under then-
Gov. Gray Davis allows the state to bill counties
for 25 percent of a $208 million federal penalty.

" San Diego County’s share: WOLFd be $3.3 mil-

on. - : g o v

County officials said-they cannot afford the
expense, especially because the state has cut

' revenues to local governments.

“I’s just one more thing that is being dumped
on counties in California to deal with at a time
when we have a full plate,” said county Board of
‘Supervisors Chairman Greg. Cox, who also-is
first vice president of the California State Associ-
ation of Counties. '

The ' association has lobbied Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger to drop the budget provision.
‘He has not made a decision, but the state so far
has not billed counties, an associafion official
Said. : : '

.“_(_)bvfously, the $3.3 million is not going to

make or break San Diego County, but when you
add all these together, at some point services are
going to be impacted because we have not had
the revenues we have had historically,” Cox said.

~ If San Diego County is forced to help pay for

. SEeChild support, B8

- ; - —




» CHILD SUPPORT

County says
it can't afford
to heIp on fine

‘A federal law enacted in 1988
required states to have such'a
system by Oct. 1, 1997, to track
parents who move from county
to county or state to state to

- avoid paying child support..
* California and South Caroli--
'na are the only. states that do

not have statewide child sup—

. pott collection systems.

the federal penalty, the moxx:eﬂy :

- would come ‘out of an $11
“lion reserve that covers contin-
- gencies for such departments
~and offices as the sheriffs, dis-
trict attorney’s, probation,
- emergency - services, medical
examiner’s and chlld support
services.

W. Harold Tuck Jr., a deputy
chief administrative ofﬁcer who
oversees the county’s public.
- safety agencles, said he op-
poses using the reserve funds.
" That money may be needed to

cover additional state revenue

cuts and éxpenses from the Oc:
 tober wildfires. “That $3 million -

could go to-a variety of things'in”
- San Diego County,” Tuck said.

However, if the state bills the
county, the reserves will be
used, he said.

The federal govemment has
been fining* California  hun-
‘dreds of millions each year
since 1997 when its effort to -
-create a statewide child support
collection system collapsed and

- ‘cost taxpayers $157 million.

Lynn Cavanaugh, a spokes- .
’;»vmman for “the . California’ De--
partment of Child Support Ser-
 vices, said she could not reach -
officials in the California Health -
‘and . Human Services Agency,

which -administers child. sup:
port services, or the governor’s
office for comment on whéther
the counties would be billed for
the federal fine.’

~ State officials have estimated

‘that California has about a mil

lion cases' of uncollected child
support. In fiscal 2003, Califor-

‘nia’ collected $2.4 billion for

child support, of which-$157
million came from San Diego
“County.

. San Dlego County has about
: 139 000 - active ‘child support -

cases and, for the first time last
- fiscal year, met the federal

standard of collecting at least

40 percent of money owed.

One in six residents in the.

county ‘has contact with the
Child Support Services Depart-
ment.

California’s 58 counhes now

use ﬁve sebarate computenzed
collection systems, resultmg in
duplicated - efforts in tracking

_parents who dont pay then'

child support.

“The whole thing is Just a
nightmare for families,” said
Geraldine Jensen, president of
the Association for Children for

.Enforcement of Support

California is trying for a sec--

‘ond time to develop an integrat-

ed collection system under an
$801 million, eightyear con-
tract signed in July. thh IBM
Corp.

_ Putting the system in placeis - |
expected to eventually cost$1.3
billion.

Thomas “Boardman, the
county’s director of Child Sup-
port ‘Services, is wary of the
project, a sentiment echoed by -
the Child Support Directors As-
sociation of California.

“The state has had a history of

. flascoes , when it undertook B

large-scale computer - projects
at the Department of Motor Ve-
hicles .-and the: California state
university system .

“The vast majority of com-
puter pro;ecm this big fail,” said
Boardman, who previously
served as the county’s: chlef
technology ofﬁcer ‘
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